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Our Vision
The Challenger Middle School community educates and empowers every child to excel academically, socially,
emotionally, and physically.  We model integrity, persistence, critical thinking, reflection, and communication. 

We accept individual differences to cultivate a sense of belonging. 
We rise to every challenge as we prepare for high school and beyond.

Challenger Middle School
10810 Parkdale Ave
San Diego, CA 92126

858-302-3000
challenger.sandiegounified.org
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All courses are subject to change without notice.  Student’s first choice of elective is not guaranteed.

History
Challenger Middle School is named in honor of the space shuttle Challenger
and her courageous crew which included the first “Teacher in Space”, Christa
McAuliffe.  The space shuttle crew perished on January 28, 1986 when the shuttle
exploded during lift-off.  The name “Challenger” captures the energy and the
inspiration associated with a commitment to success. It dares one to go beyond
one’s limits, to have high expectations, and to touch the future.

Bell Schedule
Monday 8:15AM-2:05PM Tuesday-Friday 8:15 AM-3:05PM Minimum Days 8:15AM-1:15PM

Backpacks and Lockers
We do not have lockers for your books or personal belongings, so you will probably need something to carry your
belongings like a backpack or rolling backpack.  Gym lockers are available when you change clothes for physical
education.

Classes/Teachers
You will have a different period and classroom for each subject.  Between each period, you will have a 5 minute passing
period to get to your next class.  Don’t worry about finding your classes.  We will have an orientation day before school
starts where you will become more familiar with the campus.

Counselors
Just as your teachers are here to help you learn new information and to assist you in using that new knowledge, your
counselors are here to provide you with added support.  They will work with you in planning your school program and
will assist you with problems if they arise during the school year.  Parents/guardians may contact the counselors by
emailing the counselor or calling the school.

Library Media Center
Challenger’s Library Media Center is open to all students for a variety of activities including borrowing books for reading
and research.  It usually opens for student use after textbook distribution is complete.

Lunch
You will get a new PIN on the first day of school.  Challenger has two lunches.  You will find out which lunch you will have
when you receive your schedule.  When you have eaten your lunch, you may sit with your friends, play basketball, or go
to the library.

PowerSchool Accounts
Each student and parent/guardian will use the same account they used in elementary.  Parents/guardians  who need new
accounts will be sent information about the second week of school.  Please sign in regularly to check grades and
attendance.

Standardized Grading
The San Diego Unified School District is transitioning to standards-based grading at the secondary level.  More
information will be provided in Challenger’s grading policy and in each teacher’s syllabi.
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Course Catalog - The purpose of this catalog is to provide students and parents with

information needed to develop an appropriate educational plan. Please review this
information and make course selections carefully since it may not be possible to change
your schedule in the fall.  The counselors will make every effort to place students in the
courses selected on the program card, however, appropriate placement in core classes,
balancing class size, and course eligibility will also be determining factors.  All courses are
subject to change without notice.

Challenger Middle School is organized under a middle school configuration.  Content and
performance standards will be planned, aligned, and implemented within courses and
content areas.  All students are required to take the classes listed at the right for the school
year.

Advisory
Advisory class is a fifteen minute class where students can participate in school spirit activities, build a school
community, learn self-management and study habits skills, academic and citizenship progress checks, and provide an
opportunity for the school to distribute flyers and watch Challenger Television (CTV) to learn about school news,
upcoming events, and CATS awards.

Mathematics - While we ask for your placement preference on the course selection survey, other data such as grades,
test scores, and teacher recommendations are also considered when determining placement.

• Math 7th
Math 7th is the second middle-level core math course.  Instruction focuses on (1) developing an understanding of
proportional relationships and their applications; (2) developing an understanding of operations with rational numbers
and working with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric
constructions, and working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and
volume; (4) drawing inferences about populations based on samples.  Students apply the concepts they have learned in
previous grades to increasingly complex problems and situations that model real-world math challenges.

• Accelerated Math 7th
Accelerated Math 7th is the second of two courses that completes an accelerated pathway that allows students to
complete a three-year sequence of grade-level curriculum in two years.  The course differs from the standard grade 7
math course (Math 7th) in that it contains the second half of the content from grade 7 and all of the content from grade
8, which demands a faster pace for instruction and learning.  Prerequisite: Accelerated Math 6

Science 7th
Science in grade 7 is a full year integrated science course.  This course is based on the CA NGSS and incorporates Earth
Science, Life Science, Physical Science, and Engineering topics blended together within the school year.  The course is
phenomenon based and focuses on building students skills in the Science and Engineering Practices along with the
Crosscutting Concepts.
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Physical Education 7th
This course is intended to help students meet or exceed grade 7 physical education content standards 1–5 and the
corresponding performance standards 1.1–5.5.

Movement Focus
● Manipulative skills: demonstrate mature techniques for the following patterns: overhand, sidearm, and

underhand throw; catching; kicking/punting; striking; trapping; dribbling (hand and foot); and volleying.
● Rhythmic skills: perform multicultural dances.
● Combinations of movement patterns and skills: combine manipulative with locomotor and nonlocomotor skills

into movement patterns; demonstrate body management and object manipulation skills for successful
participation in individual/dual activities such as track and field, combative activities, and adventure/outdoor
activities.

● Movement concepts: analyze movements/correct errors; use motor learning principles to support skill
development; explain spin and rebound principles; understand basic offense and defense strategies.

Fitness Focus
● Assess the five health-related components of fitness using state fitness assessment tools; compare individual

results; develop individual fitness goals and a one-week fitness plan; participate in moderate to vigorous physical
activity; assess attainment of personal goals and make necessary adjustments; explain effects of physical activity
on heart rate; relationship between physical activity and nutrition; apply principles of exercise: progression,
overload, specificity.

Social Focus
● Self-responsibility: identify activity risks; accept responsibility for individual improvement.
● Social interaction: accept differences of others.
● Group dynamics: evaluate expressions of encouragement; identify role of a leader.

CMS Physical Education General Information - Our goal is to enhance the quality and productivity of each student’s life
through participation in our physical education program.

For the success and safety of your child, students are required to change into a physical education uniform to participate
in daily class activities.  Uniforms may be purchased at school or a store of your choice.  The Challenger Physical
Education uniform consists of a gray T-shirt, navy shorts, socks, and lace up athletic shoes.

We also encourage students to have a “subset” or “back-up” set of PE clothing, comparable to the PE uniform.  This set
consists of a gray t-shirt and navy blue shorts, or sweats.  There should be no logos, hoods, zippers, pockets, or buttons.
This set is used in the event the PE uniform is misplaced or forgotten.

If you choose to purchase the clothing and/or lock at Challenger, the information for purchasing items for the new school
year will be posted on the school’s website.  Students may also purchase the clothing during the first week of school and
throughout the school year if needed.

Students will be assigned a basket in the locker section to store uniforms and towels.  Students are encouraged to bring
combination lock to secure their belongings.  All students are encouraged to shower after activities.  Private showers are
available for those with special needs.  We are looking forward to working as a team with you and your student.
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Placement Guide: Common Core or Advanced

At Challenger Middle School, we have two levels of classes in English and history (social sciences):  Common Core and
Advanced.  Common Core classes provide a rigorous curriculum that meet the needs of the majority of students.  
Students who are very interested in or excel in one or more of these subjects, are encouraged to select Advanced.  Both
levels will prepare students for an opportunity to participate in Honors/AP at the high school.

Parents have often asked which placement is best for their student.  This guide is meant to help direct you to make the
best choice to support your student.  Middle school represents foundational skill building and appropriate placement is
essential.  

Please take the time to review the following descriptions with your student to make an informed decision about
placement.  As a reminder, Common Core and Advanced classes are not whole programs - it is likely your child will
consider an Advanced class the appropriate placement for one subject, but not another subject.  Rarely are students
passionate about all subject areas.  Your student’s counselor is available to help guide your decision-making around
Common Core and Advanced classes.  In addition, your student’s current teacher is a resource to help guide your
thinking.  Changes to placement after the school year begins is dependent on space and might not be possible.

  

English, World History
               
❑ Reads outside of school with the prompting

of a parent
❑ Does writing assignments when assigned in

class
❑ May take notes on a consistent basis in the

classroom
❑ Has emerging organizational skills
❑ Talks casually about literature/history/science

outside of the classroom
❑ Appreciates a moderate pace that allows for

review
❑ Enjoys teacher-facilitated discussion in the

classroom
❑ Is directed learners who find joy in exploring

inside of the classroom 

Advanced English, Advanced World History

❑ Reads for enjoyment often outside of school. 
❑ Writes in their free time as a form of recreation
❑ Understands how to take notes and follow

directions without prompting
❑ Has well developed organizational skills. 
❑ Talks analytically about

literature/history/science outside of the
classroom

❑ Appreciates an accelerated pace and workload
in and outside of the classroom

❑ Enjoys leading discussions within the
classroom   

❑ Is a self-directed learner who finds joy in
exploring more outside of the classroom 
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English 7th
Instruction in each unit of study interrelates reading, writing, oral communication, and language study.  Students are
provided with multiple opportunities to engage in academic discourse as they question, interpret, extend, and evaluate
ideas.  The goal of instruction is to support students in becoming independent, strategic, critical readers, writers,
listeners, and speakers who communicate effectively in various forms, for various purposes, and for various audiences.
Students engage in standards-based lessons that are scaffolded to support a range of reading/writing levels.

Advanced English 7th
Students in Advanced English 7 will interact with a variety of complex expository, argumentative, and narrative texts.
They will complete some tasks beyond current grade level standards and explore the skills addressed in the subsequent
grade level standards.  Students will work more independently, with teacher support as needed. Students may read
additional texts, some of which are done as homework.  Advanced classes require students to compose sophisticated,
analytical responses with more complex and varied sentence structure in a variety of writing genres. Students will take
initiative to engage in tasks with autonomy, collaboration, and leadership to develop critical thinking skills.

World History & Geography 7th
This required course examines the sequence of historical and geographic developments from 500 to 1789.  The course
locates civilizations and cultures in time and in place, compares events that were developing concurrently in the world,
and investigates the transmission of ideas, beliefs, scientific developments, and economic trade throughout this
important period of history.

Major topics include: the world in 300 c.e., Rome and Christendom, Southwestern Asia and the world of Islam; South
Asia, East Asia, West Africa, Americas, sites of encounter in the Medieval world, global convergence, and the impact of
ideas, 1500–1750.  Students study content-rich examples and case studies, rather than surveying all places, names, and
events superficially.  They approach history not only as a body of content (such as events, people, ideas, or historical
accounts) to be encountered or mastered, but as an investigative discipline.  They analyze evidence from written and
visual primary sources, supplemented by secondary sources, to form historical interpretations.  They cite evidence from
textual sources to support their written and oral arguments.

Advanced World History & Geography 7th
Advanced History-Social Studies 7 is a rigorous course that has students explore in-depth case studies of different
societies to identify patterns that span the scope of time and region.  Students will work with abstract and complex
themes.  Discussions will center around sites of encounters, diffusion of ideas, and changes and continuities still
observed in today’s world. Students will articulate their learning in a range of diverse and innovative assignments
assuming different mediums, including Google Classroom, Google Slides, Google Docs, Formative, Flipgrid, hands-on &
web-based projects and discussions.  This course studies the world from late classical antiquity to early modern times.
Instruction for advanced learners will have greater depth and complexity.  Opportunities to engage with appropriately
challenging text and content, problem-solving, conduct research, use technology creatively, and write regularly on topics
that interest them can be especially valuable for advanced learners.  Strategic thinking and extended learning allow
students to engage more deeply with content and may lead to global citizenship.
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Elective Courses
All courses are subject to change without notice.

Student’s first choice of elective is not guaranteed.

Art 7th
In this course, all elements of art are identified in relationship to the principles of design to describe, analyze, and
interpret works of art.  The focus on developing increased skill and persistence through practice in drawing, painting, and
sculpting skills is documented in a longitudinal portfolio to show evidence of growth in at least three media for the
duration of the course.  Individual sketchbooks/journals serve as additional documentation for planning, creating,
editing, and reworking ideas and works of art.  Students compare and contrast works of art and functional art products
that represent various world cultures.  Finally, this course introduces students to methods of art preservation and careers
in visual art.

(ASB) Associated Student Body/Student Government
(Application with teacher recommendation is required.  On the course selection survey, make this class your #1 choice if
you really would like to take this course.)  This course affords student body members experience as student leaders.
Through guidance, training, experience planning, organizing, and executing a variety of school activities, community
service projects, and practical experiences in student leadership, these students will grow as leaders of their school and
community.  Selected students must maintain high academic and citizenship grades.  ASB Application:
https://bit.ly/3xmj1CS

Chorus
Students will be placed by the Choir teacher in one of the two levels based on the student’s experience.

● Beginning Chorus - This standards-based course provides instruction in the basic principles of musicianship and
promotes familiarity with standard vocal literature.  Students will learn musical notation and terminology and
develop proper singing tone and vocal technique in an ensemble setting while performing a variety of choral
repertoire.

● Intermediate Chorus - This standards-based course is offered to students who have completed Beginning Chorus
or who have equivalent study and experience.  Students will learn more complex musical notation and
terminology and develop increased expertise in proper singing tone and vocal technique in an ensemble setting
while performing a variety of choral repertoire.

GTT: Engineering II
Gateway to Technology (GTT) Engineering II is a year-long course and is  part of the middle school program for Project
Lead the Way (PLTW). This year-long course is designed to build upon the knowledge and skills gained from Intro. to
Engineering and/or GTT Engineering I and to further prepare those who are planning to enroll in PLTW engineering
courses in high school.  It is a problem-solving, project-based class designed to nurture skills in collaboration,
communication, critical thinking, the iterative design process, and STEM.

Instrumental Music Program
Music is for every student!  Challenger Middle School is a strong supporter of music in the schools.  Courses in Orchestra
and Band are offered contingent primarily upon student enrollment, and secondarily upon ability level, as determined by
the Director.  Challenger will include as many students as have signed up for music classes, but as with other electives,
students may not receive their first choice.
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Students who wish to begin instruction, or whose experience in music may be limited, will likely be placed in
Beginning-level classes.  Students with prior experience in music at the Elementary level, or who last year completed a
Beginning-level class at the Middle School level, will likely be placed in Intermediate-level classes.  Students with
extensive prior experience in music, including completion of an Intermediate-level class at the Middle School level, will
likely be placed in Advanced-level classes.

Emphasis of instruction is placed on developing expression through body and instrument (where applicable), producing a
superior tone on the instrument or voice, developing aural skills such as intonation and balance within the ensemble,
reading and performing music notation, acquiring confidence in sight-reading, and, if applicable, learning new skills with
other instruments of the string orchestra or concert band.  Each ensemble will participate in at least four school concerts
throughout the year, and Advanced-level ensembles may participate in Performance Trips as well.

Advanced ensembles will also prepare for frequent performances of the most challenging musical repertoire at the
middle school level.  Selected wind, brass, and percussion students may be called upon to supplement the string
orchestra, creating a full orchestra experience for all involved.  Advanced musicians are also eligible to participate in the
after-school Jazz Band.

The Instrumental Music Director will determine the correct course placement for students in one of the following classes:

● Beginning Band - This course provides instruction in the basic principles of musicianship and familiarity with
standard band literature.  Students will learn to play a standard band instrument in an ensemble setting.  The
focus will be to learn to read and understand the language of music.

● Intermediate Band - This course is offered to students who have completed Band 5th–8th Beginning or who
have had equivalent study and experience.  Students will further their expertise on their chosen band instrument
in an ensemble setting, learning more complex musical notation, rhythms, and terminology.

● Advanced Band - This course is offered to students who have completed Band 6th–8th Intermediate or who have
had equivalent study and experience.  Students will learn and play advanced band literature in an ensemble
setting with technical skill and musical knowledge and sensitivity.  Students in this course will present more
frequent public performances.

● Beginning Band - This course provides instruction in the basic principles of musicianship and promotes
familiarity with standard orchestral literature.  Students will learn to play a standard instrument of the orchestra
in an ensemble setting and to read and understand the language of music.

● Intermediate Band - This course is offered to students who have completed Orchestra 5th–8th Beginning or who
have equivalent study and experience.  Students will further their expertise on their chosen instrument in an
ensemble setting, learning more complex musical notation, rhythms, and terminology.

● Advanced Band - This course is offered to students who have completed Orchestra 5th–8th Intermediate or who
have equivalent study and experience.  Students will learn and play advanced orchestra literature in an ensemble
setting with technical skill and musical knowledge and sensitivity.  Students in this course will present more
frequent public performances.

Introduction to Video Production & GTT: Engineering I
Students will have one semester of Introduction to Video Production and one semester of GTT: Engineering I.

• Introduction to Video Production introduces students to the operation of video and computer equipment and program
production. Instruction emphasizes scriptwriting, equipment operation, and production techniques. Career orientation is
also emphasized. The course serves as an orientation and introduction to the high school video production courses.

• Gateway to Technology (GTT) Engineering I is part of the middle school program for Project Lead the Way (PLTW). It is
designed to introduce middle school students to the field of engineering and provide a foundation for students who plan
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to enroll in PLTW engineering courses in high school.  This semester-long course engages students in a project-based
STEM curriculum to not only build knowledge, but also empower students to develop essential skills such as problem
solving, critical and creative thinking, communication, collaboration, and perseverance.Design and Modeling is part of
the Gateway to Technology (GTT) middle school program for Project Lead the Way (PLTW) which is designed to introduce
middle school students to the field of engineering and provide a foundation for students who plan to enroll in PLTW
engineering courses in high school.  It is a project-oriented class designed to nurture skills in collaboration, team work,
while applying math, science, and technology.  Students discover the design process and develop an understanding of
the influence of creativity and innovation in their lives.

Introduction to Video Production: Broadcasting
This year-long course takes the next step in introducing students to the operation of video and computer equipment and
program production. Instruction emphasizes scriptwriting, equipment operation, and production techniques with the
goal of preparing and presenting reports in a broadcast environment.  Career orientation is also emphasized. The course
serves as an orientation and introduction to the high school video production courses  (Teacher approval required: Put
this course as your first choice.  The teacher will receive a list of student names to approve.)

World Language Courses
The courses described in this section are designed to help students learn to communicate effectively in a world language.
Major emphasis is placed on developing students' ability to comprehend what they hear and read and to express their
thoughts orally and in writing. In addition to developing their communication skills, students will develop an awareness
of and appreciation for other cultures.

The world languages instructional program is designed to help students:

● Understand an educated fluent speaker conversing about topics of general interest and speaking in such media
as news broadcasts, plays, movies, and telecasts.

● Speak fluently and comprehensibly on a range of topics.
● Understand directly, without translating, the content of nontechnical writing, selected works of literature, and

articles of general interest from periodicals.
● Write comprehensibly for formal and informal purposes.
● Develop awareness of the cultures of people speaking the world languages.

Each of the world language courses is a high school level academic course designed to fulfill the one year of the two year
world language requirement for high school graduation.  Each course will also fulfill one year of the two year world
language requirement for a four-year California public university.   Students must complete and earn a “C” grade in a 1-2
class before taking a 3-4 class.

• Filipino 1-2
This functions-based, introductory course is open to all students who wish to begin the study of Filipino language and
cultures.  It is intended to develop novice to mid-novice oral-language proficiency as well as limited facility in reading and
writing.  Major emphasis is on the development of listening and speaking abilities at the novice level with reasonably
accurate pronunciation and intonation.  Programmed instruction and technology, under the direction of the Filipino
teacher, may be used to facilitate instruction and language practice.  The course is not designed for students who are
fluent or nearly fluent in Filipino as evidenced by an informal primary language assessment or other language
assessments.  It is recommended that fluent or nearly fluent students enroll in a higher-level Filipino course.

• Spanish 1-2
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This functions-based, introductory course is open to all students who wish to begin the study of Spanish language and
cultures.  It is intended to develop novice to mid-novice oral-language proficiency as well as limited facility in reading and
writing.  Major emphasis is on the development of listening and speaking abilities at the novice level with reasonably
accurate pronunciation and intonation.  Programmed instruction and technology, under the direction of the Spanish
teacher, may be used to facilitate instruction and language practice.  The course is not designed for students who are
fluent or nearly fluent in Spanish.  It is recommended that fluent or nearly fluent students enroll in a Spanish for Spanish
Speakers course or a higher-level Spanish course.  Students will receive credit towards their foreign language high school
graduation requirement.

Yearbook (Publications)
(Application with teacher recommendation is required.  On the course selection survey, make this class your #1 choice if
you really would like to take this course.)  This course provides specialized training in production work associated with
publishing the school yearbook.  Students plan, produce and handle all of the projects necessary for the school
yearbook.  Students will take pictures and edit pictures on the computer.  Students will design layouts, produce copy, and
proofread the pages of the yearbook using an online website.  Yearbook Application: https://bit.ly/3EcfYBc
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Educational Support Programs

English Language Development - All English Learners enrolled in secondary schools are placed into a designated ELD

(dELD) course, either ELD or ELD/ALD, in addition to a grade-level English course.  Course placement is based on each

student’s English proficiency level as determined by the Initial or Summative ELPAC (English Language Proficiency

Assessment for California) and the number of years enrolled in a U.S. school.

● The English Language Development (ELD) course sequence (which includes ELD w/(ALD) is designed to develop

academic language proficiency in English while simultaneously mastering grade level academic content in order

to reclassify.  It also attends to the particular English development language needs of At Risk or Long Term

English Learners to promote high levels of English language proficiency.  ELD instruction supports students as

they progress through the levels of language proficiency: emerging, expanding, and bridging.

The English language proficiency assessment for California is the English Language Proficiency Assessments for

California (ELPAC).  At the middle and high school levels (Grades 6-12), English learners are assessed to

determine their levels of English language proficiency and placed in ELD courses designed to help them develop

grade level academic language.

● (ELD w/ ALD) English Language Development with Academic Language Development - This course is a two

semester elective course that targets the linguistic and academic needs of English Learners, At Risk English

Learners (ARELs) or Long- Term English Learners (LTELs) who have not attained the levels of English and academic

proficiency necessary to succeed in standards-based coursework and meet the criteria towards reclassification.

This course addresses the CA English Language Development Standards in tandem with the Common Core

English Language Arts Standards for reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language, with the predominant

focus being on academic oral language development, accelerated academic vocabulary acquisition, expository

writing and reading comprehension.

Special Education Program (IEP Required) - Support-service courses assist students in the functional-skills, applied-skills,

multilevel, and general curricula.  Each student’s needs, as indicated on his or her IEP, determine that student’s

placement in support-service courses.  Mastery of support-service course content is assessed through standards or

outcomes and/or the IEP process.

SDUSD Non-Discrimination Statement
San Diego Unified School District is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in education. District programs and activities shall be free from discrimination, harassment, intimidation,
and bullying by reason of the following actual or perceived characteristics: age, ancestry, color, mental or physical disability, ethnicity, ethnic group identification, gender, gender expression,
gender identity, genetic information, immigration status, marital or parental status, medical condition, nationality, national origin, actual or perceived sex, sexual orientation, race, religion, or on
the basis of a person’s association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. Students who violate this policy may be subject to discipline, up to and
including expulsion, in accordance with district policy, administrative procedure and state law. Employees who violate this policy shall be subject to discipline up to and including dismissal.
Any disciplinary action shall be in accordance with applicable federal, state and/or collective bargaining agreements.


